Thoracoscopy for minimally invasive axillo-coronary artery bypass.
Minimally invasive axillo-coronary artery bypass via a small thoracotomy or a limited sternotomy was performed in five patients. For this approach, videoscopy was used to determine the intrapleural path of each vein graft, which was curved by the expanded lung tissue and had the potential for kinking or distortion. Postoperative angiography confirmed the patency of each graft with no kinking or distortion. Thoracoscopy facilitates this approach, allowing appropriate placement of the vein graft in the chest cavity.